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Director's Note
Welcome back!

Dear Friends and Colleagues,
 
Welcome back to school! I hope everyone had a great summer and is excited about the 2017-
2018 academic year.
 
Montana GEAR UP had another exciting summer with lots of students attending both state and
local summer camp opportunities. Additionally, we had 3 students and 8 school team members
join us for an exciting three days at the National Consortium of Community Educational
Partnerships (NCCEP) Conference in San Francisco in July. Karissa Lowe (Thompson Falls),
Shannon Reny (Libby), and Sophia Tolbert (St. Ignatius) attended the youth leadership track of
the conference and represented their communities and our program well. Unfortunately, we did
lose a member of our state team this summer. Marcus Strange, our Program and
Communications Coordinator, decided to take a position with the Montana Wildlife Federation. 
We are sorry to see him go, but wish him well in his new position. We are currently in the process
of recruiting a replacement for Marcus. 
 
Once again, we will be working with our partners to support and coordinate events this fall,
including the MPSEOC college fairs, National GEAR UP Week, the GEAR UP West Conference,
and Montana College Application Week. If you are interested in learning more about these events,
please visit our website at http://mus.edu/gearup/. You can also learn more at our Facebook and
Twitter pages.
 
Montana GEAR UP submitted a proposal to continue providing GEAR UP services to low income
communities around Montana from 2018-2025 on April 24th. We are hoping to hear soon if it will
be funded. It is expected that we will hear from the Department of Education by the end of the
month. In the event of a successful application, Montana GEAR UP would start a new project in
September 2018. If we are not successful, there is a possibility of a new competition next year
which would allow us to apply again. We remain committed to supporting college access services
and initiatives in communities across the state and will keep everyone posted regarding our
funding status.  
 
As we continue to do this important work for students and look for new opportunities, I want to
express my sincere gratitude for your efforts and partnership. I hope each of you has a wonderful
school year that is both exciting and fulfilling. Let's continue working together in expanding college
access opportunities for our students. Take care and all the best!
 
Sincerely,

Zach Hawkins
Montana GEAR UP Director     

Welcome to the GEAR UP Family!
GEAR UP Welcomes Six New Liaisons

We're very excited to announce six additions
to the GEAR UP team for the 2017-2018
school year.

Eureka Danielle Fleenor

Lame Deer Adriann Killsnight

Lodge Grass Tena Three Irons

St. Regis April Quinlan

Troy Jordan Graves

Wolf Point Jamie Reum
Browning Public Schools will also be adding
two new liaisons to their GEAR UP team as
soon as approved by their school boards.
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Jessie Bliss, Zach Hawkins. Front row - Tena Three Irons,
Jamie Reum, Deanna Malyevac

New liaisons attended a training in Helena the
beginning of September to help get them up
and running and will also be traveling to Portland in October to attend the Fall Liaison Meeting
and GEAR UP West, so please reach out to them and welcome them to the GEAR UP family. 

 

2017 Summer Camps
GEAR UP Sponsored 12 Statewide and 63 Local Summer Programs

Montana GEAR UP students stayed busy and engaged in learning this summer! Over 205 GEAR
UP students from 15 school districts participated in 12 state sponsored summer camps. Camps
ranged in length from 4 days to 6 weeks, were held across the state, and on five different college
campuses, three local school sites, and in two national parks. State sponsored summer camps
offer a variety of engaging opportunities that teach students new skills and encourage them to
develop previously unseen talents.

Our GEAR UP schools also stayed busy this summer, as all 17 of 18 GEAR UP school districts
sponsored a local summer program. Over 588 students took part in the one of the 63 local
summer programs. Students spent their days working on credit recovery to stay on track for
graduation to studying the Yellowstone National Park ecosystem. These camps provide a unique
chance for students to bridge the gap to reduce summer learning loss, support higher graduation
rates, and better prepare students for college. Summer programs have also been shown to
positively affect student's self-esteem, confidence, and motivation.

Freshman Orientation
GEAR UP Covers Cost of Travel for Students and Parents

Freshman orientation helps ease the transition from high school to college and allows students to
form valuable connections with college faculty, staff and students.  Montana GEAR UP recognizes
the importance of attending college orientation and has provided a way to reduce the cost barrier
for students who are interested in attending.  For the third year in a row, Montana GEAR UP has
worked with colleges across the state to pay for orientation fees and reimburse students and their
families for travel costs associated orientation.  30 students utilized the reimbursement program
this summer and are very excited for their first year of college!

 

Senior College Readiness Checklist
Reach Higher Montana

"Autumn carries more gold in its pocket than all the other seasons." ~ Jim Bishop

Seniors - welcome to your "Golden Years!"  No, we aren't talking about senior citizens and their
golden years; we're talking high school seniors who will need some "gold" (a/k/a financial
assistance) to help pay for college!  In addition, there are other steps you can take to be ready for
college next fall.  For a printable version of this checklist click here.

Senior College Readiness Checklist
 Find your path.  Unsure what you want to do? Check out Montana Career Information

Systems (MCIS) @ https://mtcis.intocareers.org.  You can take interest assessments to help you
decide on a major and career, find schools that meets your needs, and more. College can mean a
traditional four-year college experience, a community college, trade and technical school that
offers training in areas like Diesel Mechanics, Welding, Medical Assisting, or Cosmetology.  These
programs generally take two years or less.
  Apply for admission. A good strategy is to apply to at least three schools. Apply at your
"dream" or "reach" school, an in-state school that offers your degree program, and always include
a "safety" school - such as a local community college where you know you can meet admission
requirements.
  Get your FSA ID. The Federal Student Aid ID (FSA ID) is a username and password you
create; it acts as a legal signature for online federal forms such as the FAFSA and Federal
student loan Master Promissory Notes.  Get your FSA ID @ https://fsaid.ed.gov.
  Complete the FAFSA: The Free Application for Federal Student Aid ("FAFSA") is the starting
point to apply for federal student aid; your FAFSA determines your eligibility for grants, loans and
work study opportunities.  Many schools also use the FAFSA to determine your eligibility for need-
based scholarships.  Note: Some federal funding is limited and is awarded only to early applicants
with high financial need. To maximize funding opportunities, complete the FAFSA as soon as
possible after October 1 @ www.fafsa.gov.  Do not use any other sites; you may be charged a fee
to fill out this free form. Complete the FAFSA each October while you are attending school; the
earlier you apply, the better. 
 
Reach Higher Montana College offers free help sessions for completing the FAFSA.  Find an
event near you @ www.ReachHigherMontana.org.    

 Search for Scholarships:  Scholarships are awarded for many activities besides high grades
or  test scores.  Always apply for scholarships offered at the schools you are considering.  Local
scholarships are available your senior year and offer the best chance at an award; check with
your school counselor for information.  Use free scholarship search tools such as Scholly® any
time to search for national scholarships.  Create your Scholly® account at
www.ReachHigherMontana.org.  Make scholarship searching a part-time job before you enter
college and every year you attend school. 
  Get Free Help!  Reach Higher Montana advisors are located across Montana to provide free
assistance with the college process.  Go to www.reachhighermontana.org/advisors/to find an
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advisor near you.  

College Application Week (CAW)
November 6-10, 2017

The fifth annual statewide College Application Week will take place November 6th-10th. Montana
GEAR UP, partnering with OPI and OCHE, will work with participating Montana high schools and
colleges to provide support for high school seniors to complete and submit one college application
to a Montana college with a deferred or waived application fee during the week of CAW. Schools
will provide structured time for students and parents to complete and submit college applications
while using the week as an opportunity to enhance college and financial aid awareness in their
communities. 

National GEAR UP Week
September 17-23, 2017

Join thousands of students, parents, teachers, partners and college access professionals from
across the nation to celebrate GEAR UP and the successes of your hard work and
dedication! National GEAR UP Week is an opportunity for you to raise awareness in your
community about the positive impact GEAR UP is having locally. It's a time to engage all your
stakeholders - local, state and federal elected officials, funders, partners, as well as local, state
and regional media - to share your program's accomplishments and to get them more involved
with your services to students and families. Let's commemorate your hard work and the progress
our students are making towards achieving their life-long dream of going to college! Click on and
print the I Heart GEAR UP sign here and post a photo of you holding it to the Montana GEAR UP
Facebook page and post your school's activities on the GEAR UP Facebook page!

 
For more ideas and resources click online here.
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Upcoming Events and Deadlines
Upcoming Professional Development Opportunities and Events
September
11th-28th: Montana College Fairs, Statewide
19th: ACT College & Career Readiness Workshop in Missoula

 20th: ACT College & Career Readiness Workshop in Helena
 21st: ACT College & Career Readiness Workshop in Billings
 28th-29th: Childwise Fall Summit "The Brain Behind the Behavior", Helena

 
October
1st: FAFSA Applications available
19th-20th: MEA-MFT Educator's Conference, Missoula
25th: MPSEOC Counselor Updates

November
6th-10th: College Application Week

GEAR UP School Reminders
September
1st: 2017-18 GEAR UP Year/Annual grant period begins

 1st: Last day to enter Match into GEARS (2016-17 GEAR UP year)
 12th-13th: New Liaison Training in Helena, MT

 15th: ACT ASPIRE test session setup deadline for online testing during 10/9-10/13
 18th-23rd: National GEAR UP Week

 22nd: ACT ASPIRE test session setup deadline for online testing during 10/16-10/20
 28th-29th: Childwise Fall Summit "The Brain Behind the Behavior", Helena

 29th: ACT ASPIRE test session setup deadline for online testing during 10/23-10/27
 30th: September services due in GEARS & review/update 8th-12th grade students, parents, &

staff in GEARS

October
 6th: ACT ASPIRE test session setup deadline for online testing during 10/30-11/1

 9th: ACT ASPIRE 8th & 10th grade testing window opens
 13th: ACT ASPIRE test session setup deadline for online testing during 11/6-11/10

 20th: ACT ASPIRE test session setup deadline for online testing during 11/13-11/17
 27th: ACT ASPIRE test session setup deadline for online testing during 11/20-11/24
 29th: Fall Liaison Meeting in Portland, OR

 29th-31st: GEAR UP West Conference in Portland, ORÂ 
 31st: October services due in GEARS & review/update 7th grade students in GEARS

 
November
3rd: ACT ASPIRE test session setup deadline for online testing during 11/27-12/1

 30th: November services due in GEARS
 

December
1st: ACT ASPIRE 8th & 10th grade testing window closes

 31st: December services due in GEARS
 

Montana GEAR UP
(Gaining Early Awareness & Readiness for Undergraduate Programs) Montana GEAR UP

believes that postsecondary education is possible for all Montana students, regardless of
economic background. Montana GEAR UP supports schools, students, and their families to

increase students' college and career readiness through academic preparedness, postsecondary
planning, and financial aid knowledge so that they may succeed in their education beyond high

school.

2500 Broadway
PO Box 203201

Helena, MT 59601
406.444.0056

mus.edu/gearup
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